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Building Blocks to Writing Success 

 

Find eight building blocks for a freelance writing career and learn how to put them to work to 

begin the journey to your own freelance writing career. 

 

Kathryn Lang 
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Building Blocks to Writing Success 

 

You have what it takes right now to build a writing career - if that is that path that you desire. Put 

together the blocks that can create the first wall in your journey to success. 

 

Stepping out on the ledge of a freelance writing career - or any self-employed opportunity - can 

twist your stomach in knots. I knew that I enjoyed writing. Friends and family had told me that 

they enjoyed what I had written in the past. "Can I really write for a living?"  

 

My writing career started in 2005 and grew to a place where it could be the sole income for our 

family. I have been published in magazines, newspapers, and around the internet but there are 

still days when I find myself asking if I can really make a living as a writer - some days my 

check book agrees.  

 

It takes more than great word weaving to make a living in the industry. Finding the jobs that 

provide both consistency in paychecks and creative challenges takes daily effort. Many times 

finding any jobs can become a job in itself. I am not the only professional writer that I know that 

has ended the day wondering, "Why am I here?" 

 



Working for yourself, not matter what form that takes, can be a tough road. Expect it and you 

will not be blindsided. Going into it without an understanding of what is necessary will almost 

guarantee a struggle - if not a fall. Learning more about the stability of your individual ledge can 

help you decide if it is worth the chance to wander out past the point of no return. 

 

My blocks have been locked in place. The days that leave me dragging are fewer and farther 

between. Now I often stop and wonder why everyone does not do what I do. I love living as a 

freelance writer and that joy keeps me from "working." When you find your own passion you 

will discover that you never have to work again in your life either. 

 

Block One - Ability 

 

"I am no writer." The moment someone discovers that I write for a living these are the words 

they throw out. I disagree every time without any prior knowledge to talent or ability. Everyone 

is a writer. This world may be filled with technology, schools may no longer be teaching cursive 

handwriting, but the day is still filled with writing.  

 

Think over a normal day. You write responses to emails, thank you notes for invites, gifts or 

actions and even holiday cards get some type of note. Getting through the day without writing 

SOMETHING can be the real challenge. Everyone is a writer. 

 

Not everyone can develop the connections, opportunities and pathways to get paid to write. 

Others have no desire to put that much effort into creating words - the notes and emails are 

painful enough. Of those that do decide to pursue writing as a career some will need more 

training, some will need more personal experience, and some will have to develop the drive that 

can push a freelance career to success. 

 

Where do you fall in this scale of writers? Once you know this one factor you can begin clearing 

the path to lead you to the place you want to go. It is a question only you can answer, because 

without the desire, determination and the ability you will find that something is always lacking in 

your pursuit. 

 

I had to overcome my fear of rejection to begin my freelance career in earnest. Having people 

tell me that my work was not up to their standards or that they simply did not like what I wrote 

was the most terrifying thing I ever faced. I still get knots when I turn in work to a new editor or 

pitch for a job that I really want. I had to develop the drive that would push my career. 

 

Learning about writing was not easy for me. Other than books about writing, I had very little 

opportunity to learn. My dial-up internet and no-existent budget were not much benefit either. I 

stumbled on a writer conference that was held in a neighboring town (where my brother 



happened to live and I could stay for free). The more I learned the more I found I needed to learn 

- and the more learning I continue to do.  

 

My internet is faster and I make the most of chat groups, social media and more conferences. I 

keep the events close to home and the budget low so that I get the most bang for my buck. I am 

still digging in to learn more about the opportunities available to grow and expand my writing 

career. 

 

Life has brought a few twists and turns that have made me more open to write in new niches. 

New niches have opened up new doors for me to learn more about a subject or event. I continue 

to expand my experiences and use my experiences to expand my writing.  

 

I have taken everything - from education and experiences to the local news - and rolled that into 

ideas for stories or articles. My writing gigs have included informative articles about local events 

around the country and around the globe, and industry articles that cover topics from painting to 

RV travel.  

 

My husband encouraged my experiments into new topics. I started writing only about those 

things that I know well. "I am not an expert, but I write like one on the internet." It was 

something I thought up one day when someone asked me how I could write about a place I had 

never visited. I assured them that I researched the location, events or activities and even called to 

speak with owners or managers. I did my research to be sure that what I was writing would be 

true.  

 

How many journalists or other writers do you know that only write what they know (personally 

and intimately) AND make a living doing it? I had to step outside my comfort zone and begin 

building my research skills in order to grow my writing opportunities, but it all started with a 

sliver of interest or knowledge. 

 

What can YOU Write? 

 

Start out making a list of things that you do or have done while employed at a job. Include the 

list of responsibilities in your job description and those that were expected of you even though 

they were not listed. 

 

Add to that list any topics that you learned through your education. This list should cover the on 

the job training you may have received, classes that you have taken (either for your diploma or as 

continuing education) or any specialty activities or events where you have experience. 

 



Now move on to those things that you enjoy doing in your spare time. You should include any 

hobbies or favorite activities that you did in your past. As long as it is legal and preferably moral 

then add it to your list. 

 

Include a list of special gifts or talents you may have or others may have expressed that they see 

in you. Include those things that people enjoy you doing for them - like cooking or that you do 

better than others - like organizing. 

 

The final addition to the list will be those things that you have always wanted to do but have not 

had the finances or opportunity. Be as specific as possible and do not limit your list to things that 

you can still do or expect to do. Let your imagination run free. 

 

The list you have created probably covers a wide range of topics. Review the list for a moment. 

See if you can find any common topics or areas in these lists. The lists that intersect represent the 

areas where you have the strongest foundation. Other items on your list stand for the topics you 

could cover with a little extra research.  

 

Review the list for a moment. See if you can find any common topics or areas in these lists. The 

lists that intersect represent the areas where you have the strongest foundation. Other items on 

your list stand for the topics you could cover with a little extra research.  

 

The great thing about writing is that your next article or idea is often only as strong as your 

ability to research the topic. That means that although the lists you create represent some topics 

that you could already write about with some authority, there is no limit to what you could learn 

and then share.  

 

Block Two - The Business of Freelance 

 

My freelance writing started out as supplemental income for a growing family. Writing short 

answers for forums was something I could accomplish while the kids were napping. I have very 

little pressure or desire to write any more than 15 words a shot. 

 

The more I wrote those 15 words, the more invested I became in the writing. It had been years 

since I had written more than a few answers to a bible study. My freelance writing started out as 

supplemental income for a growing family. Writing short answers for forums was something I 

could accomplish while the kids were napping. I have very little pressure or desire to write any 

more than 15 words a shot. 

 



The more I wrote those 15 words, the more invested I became in the writing. It had been years 

since I had written more than a few answers to a bible study question or an entry in my journal. 

Writing forum responses of 15 words ignited a desire to do more than that. 

 

I began to build my writing opportunities through the connections I made through forums and 

through other sites. My only real goal was to write and so my plan to reach my goal was not very 

well organized. The more my career began to grow and expand the more I realized I needed 

direction for making choices and taking writing jobs.  

 

Create a Business Plan for Your Writing 

 

What are your general thought or feelings about a writing career? Jot down the words or images 

that come to your mind - each one on a separate index card or piece of paper.  Think about what 

you expect from a writing career or hope to accomplish through the journey. 

 

Use these images and words to begin forming the direction of your writing career. Put the index 

cards or paper into groups or catagories with similar directions or ideas. Set the groups of words 

into order of importance. Let the words and images from these piles begin to form the statements 

for the mission of your writing career and for the vision you have for that career. 

Write out your mission statement - two to three sentences about why you are ultimately taking 

this journey. Use the words and phrases in the groupings that you made earlier. These are the 

fundamental principles that will help guide your work. 

 

Write out a vision statement - this will be the points you want to achieve (goals) and the paths 

that will get you there (objectives). It should be broad enough to challenge you in your journey 

but focused enough that they can be measured. Think of this as the compass that helps keep you 

pointed in the right direction. 

 

Set up the goals and objectives for your writing career. Write down five things that you want to 

accomplish with your writing or through your writing. Relate these back to those groupings that 

you made earlier or come up with new ones if you have been inspired by the process.  

 

Think of three to five measurable actions you can take (measured either in results or time) that 

will help you reach each of the goals that you set. Be sure that no matter how a goal or objective 

has been set up that there is a deadline for its completion. 

 

The plan on begins the process of creating a freelance writing career. It will provide you with 

one more tool for finding your unique way in a very crowded field. Review your plan on a 

regular basis and make changes and adjustments as you learn and grow as a writer and as a 

commodity. 



 

Block Three - The Budget 

 

Talking money sends most people running for the hills. My husband could not sell water to a 

dehydrated rich man. Finding the words or attitude to sell his skills requires major surgery.  

 

No matter how much you might hate to talk about money, you will never build a successful 

business (as a freelance writer or in any other industry) unless you face the monetary issue head 

on. I have to be aware of what I need to make so that I know what to seek in jobs and 

compensation. Avoiding the dollars and cents will leave me with a hobby instead of a career. 

 

I love to write, but if I never make a dime for the words I put on paper then I am only decorating 

that paper for the delight of friends and family. The amount of money I need to make to create a 

successful writing business will be different. The avenues I unlock to make the income I have 

determined will also be unique to my experience, expertise and abilities.  

 

Setting Your Budget for a Writing Career 

 

Begin at the beginning - how much money do you want to produce through your writing? 

Building a full-time writing career will require a different income limit then one used simply to 

create some extra spending money for the family. The reasons behind the writing will dictate a 

great deal of the journey. 

 

Calculate the hourly needs - figure up how much of the budget must come from your freelance 

writing. Now calculate the number of hours you will spend WRITING (this does not include the 

hours invested in researching, inquiring about jobs, or visiting the social media outlets). Divide 

the dollar amount by the hours and you will have an hourly wage for basing your job pitches and 

reaching your income demands. 

 

Figure your per word rate - take a typing test to see how many words you can write per minute. 

Multiply that by 60 and you have your per hour word rate. Divide your per hour income amount 

that you figured earlier by the number of words you can produce per hour. This will leave you 

with the least amount of per word rate. Some jobs will offer an hourly rate and others will offer a 

per word rate. You need to know both of your requirements in order to accurately determine the 

jobs you should take and the ones you need to let fall to the wayside. 

 

Remember that all your work hours will NOT be spent writing - some of the day must be 

invested in finding writing jobs and researching for those jobs. Even editing will take up some of 

your valuable time. Think about all of the tasks you must accomplish in a day when you are 

calculating the number of hours you can dedicate to focused writing. 



 

Leave time for breaks, distractions and the unexpected when setting your daily limits. An hour of 

work will not be an exact 60 minutes of non-stop typing. You will probably get only three-

fourths of the hour to invest in words while the rest is involved in forming the direction of the 

article you are creating. 

 

Knowing the budget just makes helps along the process of finding jobs. The figures will never be 

enough alone to make your freelance writing career a success. You have to actively find and 

build the writing jobs that will meet the numbers you put in place with your budget. 

 

Block Four - Skills and Talents 

 

The other day my husband and I attended a meeting for local writers. I remember telling him 

afterwards that there were a number of people there that wanted to talk about writing but very 

few that wanted to be writers. People want the prestige that comes with being a writer (or a 

singer, actor or any other position of power or prestige). Very few want to invest the energy, time 

or finances that it takes to reach those levels. They want to talk the talk but they have no 

intention of ever walking the walk. 

 

I sat around for years dreaming about being a great writer. My diary entries talk about how I will 

submit materials and get published. Those same materials stayed trapped in the desk drawer as 

one excuse after another kept me from putting action behind the dreams and ideas.  

 

My writing career started with a sputter that only opened up when my husband remarked, "With 

your BS degree you should be able to write about anything." I started stretching my 

opportunities, honing my skills and growing my talents. The more I did to make my writing 

better and to increase my client base then the more I could do with my writing career. 

 

Paths for Growing Skills and Talents 

 

Take some classes or courses through the local college, university or community center. Writing 

classes of any genre can help you work on putting words together that can inform or entertain 

readers.  Just completing the weekly assignments can help in building your habit of writing on a 

regular basis. 

 

Search for writing groups in your community. Some libraries will host writer meetings. The 

internet has also made it easy to find groups that come together on a weekly or monthly basis. 

The idea is to support and encourage each other to pursue writing. Some groups with offer 

critique sessions, others will have guest speakers and some will just be fellow writers getting 

together.  



 

Attend conferences close to home for writers. Remember that conferences in distant locations 

will be a vacation more than it will be a career building opportunity. Be sure that you get a return 

on your investment. A good conference will offer you the opportunity to take sessions that focus 

on your niche or that stretch your experience beyond your normal genre. Conferences can also be 

a great place to meet other writers and make contacts in the industry. 

 

Participate in writing challenges. There are several websites that offer writing challenges, like 

the Problogger Build a Better Blog Series or 100 Articles in 100 Days over at the Ezinearticle 

site. Organizations hold challenges as well - National Novel Writing Month (which is held in 

November) challenges fiction writers to write 50,000 new words on a new novel in only one 

month. The challenges push you to write beyond your ordinary and expected and allow you 

break through the barriers that you once had in place. 

 

Visit writing forums and chat rooms. Join in the discussions by adding something worthwhile. 

Listen to what the others in the group have to say and learn from their experiences. Ask for 

advice or help from those that have been around the block a few times. 

 

Read books about writing, books written in the genre that you want to write and just materials for 

the pleasure of reading. Writers often get into the career because of a love for the written word. 

Continue to foster that love. 

 

The key to growing your writing skills is to write. Writing tweets forces you to create an eye 

catching thought in under 140 characters. Blog posts force the story telling into a compact 400 

words (or there about). Creating poetry or songs forces you to listen to the flow of the words in a 

new way. Each avenue that you write will continue to hone your abilities and guide the path for 

your writing career. 

 

Block Five - Consistency  

 

I woke up the other morning with a burning revelation seared into my head. I needed to write. I 

shared my epiphany with my darling spouse and he just looked at me with a glare, "Is that not 

what you are doing?" 

 

Every day I sit down in front of the computer. Most days I produce a few words for clients or for 

my own websites. Some days the only words that escape the keyboard are for comments on 

social media or other blogs. A few days I just check my emails and call it a day.  

 



My husband was almost right. I am writing, but I am not writing in a way that produces the 

results that I desire. I have to become consistent in my writing to be able to produce the words 

that are necessary for growing and expanding my writing career.  

 

The struggle to do what I know to do has been a consistent struggle for me in my life (and the 

irony is NOT lost on me).  The moment I sit down to focus on writing words the world bombards 

me with things that will distract, discourage or detain me from that goal.  

 

I have tried everything from times to schedules to keep me on task, but in the end it comes back 

to me. I have to get up each day and choose to write. Writing has to become an undeniable 

priority. Until I reach that place, the other things will manage to hone in on my focus. 

 

Tips for Building Consistency in Writing 

 

- Just do it. It seems simple enough, but that can be the biggest hurdle that a writer will face. 

Working from home adds to the challenge because there will ALWAYS be something that calls 

out for attention. The only way to write is to sit down and write.  

 

- Create a place to write. Having a location that is dedicated to writing will help open the doors 

for inspiration. Think of this as the "Pavlov's Dog" effect of writing. If you sit down and write in 

the same place every day then when you sit down in that place you will write.  

 

- Develop a relationship of accountability.  Writing 6000 words per day has been a goal of mine 

for several months. I have accomplished the task just one time - until I began having to answer to 

someone about the number of words I have written each day. I seem to find more time to create 

more words when I know someone else will see that final tally. Signing up for challenges or 

competitions, or just connecting with other writers on a daily basis, can be the key to building 

that accountability that can push me to hold my feet to the fire. 

 

- Build a schedule for your words. An editorial calendar can break down your projects into 

manageable pieces so that you know what needs to be written and when is the best time to get it 

done.  

 

- Think outside the keyboard. Keep a notepad in every nook and cranny around you, along with 

several pencils or pens. You will always have something to use for jotting down inspiration or 

even completing articles or jobs. You can transfer your ideas to the computer later and this will 

provide you with a self-editing process as well. 

 

The more that you sit down and write the more you will be able to sit down and write. It is a line 

upon line, precept upon precept concept. Talk to any athlete in any sport and they will tell you 



that in order to do more it starts with doing any. You have to begin your writing if you are going 

to build your writing career. 

 

Block Six - The Map 

 

The experts have a way of changing their minds or disagreeing and they often left me drowning 

in the information they provided. I exhausted my efforts and sometimes my finances trying to 

follow all of the different directions and instructions that were out there to be had. Instead of 

finding my way, I found myself lost in a desert of frustration. My freelance journey was not the 

fun or exciting journey that I had set out to discover. 

 

I have been told on more than one occasion that I am not like other people. One day I realized 

that maybe that meant that my path would not be like others either. It turns out that although the 

experts have a great deal to offer, I had to discover my own path.  

 

Mapping out MY path to success required being willing to accept my uniqueness. I had to 

uncover my passion and let that guide me to my own, unique purpose. My stumbles along the 

way reminded me that just because it worked for him or for her did NOT mean that it would 

work for me. Success is not a formula of dos and don'ts or musts and must nots. Success is a 

formula of determination, persistence and consistency that you create and write along the way. 

 

Mapping Out YOUR Success 

 

- Define success right now. The world will have a definition ready and waiting for you if you do 

not set the bench mark before you start. What are you trying to accomplish with the words that 

you design? 

 

- Stop the comparison. No other person before or after you will ever walk the path that you are 

on. Your experiences and situations are unique so expect your walk to be just as unique. 

Compare your today to your yesterday and not to the life of another writer. As long as you are 

moving forward then you are moving closer to the line of success that you have drawn. 

 

- Accept that you do NOT know it all. It can be hard for some of us to realize that there are 

people out there with knowledge that we do not possess. The sooner you accept that position 

then the easier it will be to learn from those that have walked their writing journey before you.  

 

- Tweak what you learn. The information that you gain from others - no matter what niche, genre 

or business - can be turned to your favor. Learning the secrets of the salesman can translate in the 

way you develop content for your website. Reading the experiences of the top bloggers can give 



you insider ideas for a novel. The information that you learn does not have to be implemented in 

the exact way that it is give. Make the information your own. 

 

- Be ready, willing and able to change. The more you know the more you will begin to develop 

and hone your journey. Never be afraid to turn around if the scenery becomes unfamiliar. Go 

back to where you last knew you were supposed to be and start again. Getting lost can be another 

learning experience that helps fuel your journey to success. 

 

The path to success is never the same twice. Each individual must unlock the keys to that path 

and then take the steps to make it a reality. Your success will be yours alone, so be sure you are 

not trying to follow the footsteps of the ones that have walked before. Let their journey be some 

of the guideposts that point you on your unique way. 

 

Block Seven - Persistence 

 

"Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence . . ." I received a plaque with that quote 

when I was just a teenager, but I am only beginning to understand the implications the words 

held. The person driven by persistence can overcome odds that others would tremble to face. 

 

There are days when following the path of writing requires that kind of will. Days go by when 

my stack of unanswered queries are only rivaled by the one with the rejections. A mass of clips 

and bylines still leave me wondering on those days if I am cut out to be a writer. 

 

It can be tough crawling uphill in the sand. You get gritty, and you often find that you have 

slipped down in one moment farther than you have climbed the entire day. Finding the 

persistence to just dust off and dive back in will be one of the most important blocks you will 

have for creating that foundation of success that you desire. 

 

Developing Persistence 

 

- Make affirmations about your purpose. I will and I am can be powerful forces in building 

persistence. State your goals as fact - not because you are lying to yourself but because you 

become what you see. The more you speak the words the more you will see what you are 

speaking and your actions will begin to reflect that image. 

 

- See the bigger picture. Knowing the end goal will make it easier to overcome the obstacles in 

the way of that goal. Cut out a picture that represents the goal that you have set or write out the 

goal and post it around where you will see it on a regular basis. Burn an image of that place into 

your mind.  

 



- Find motivation. Learn from the persistent lives of others that have gone before you. Stories of 

the one that should not have succeeded, but determined to succeed and overcame the odds can 

keep going when the going does get tough. The field or the industry is not the issue, it is the 

persistent will of the one that decided he could and did. 

 

- Be realistic but optimistic. Things will happen. Trials will attempt to get in the path of your 

success. Troubles attack even with the best plan in place. Expect that things will not be easy and 

carefree. Expect to have to work a little harder, do a little more, and focus on the possibilities and 

not the problems. But continue to believe in the goal, the purpose and the passion that you are 

pursing with boldness. 

 

- Never, never, never give in. Quitting must not be an option. Take it off the table and throw it 

away. The only way to unlock the success you desire is to determine that the success is the only 

end. You then continue to do what needs to be done until that end becomes the reality for your 

life. 

 

Persistence keeps pushing when the mind says stop. Persistence keeps moving when the heart 

says no more. Persistence sees only that the possibility is one more step away and takes that step 

- even if the process has to be repeated over and over. Persistence will help block the pain of 

rejection and build a plan for success. 

 

Block Eight - The Actions 

 

Getting anywhere in life requires movement. I will never visit foreign lands if I stay behind the 

walls of my home. Climbing a mountain requires taking that first step uphill. Actions are the 

only way to make things happen. 

 

It took several years before I would think about the fact that I was a writer. Saying the words, "I 

am a writer," was an even larger hurdle that I had to get past. I got there, but it was not easy and I 

still find myself slipping back into old ideas and old habits now and again. 

 

Having a supportive spouse has helped me in my journey. Discovering other writing friends that 

will call me out and push me to do more has made the hurdles seem a little smaller (or maybe 

they have made me feel a little bigger). I discovered a courage that has allowed me to make 

things happen in my writing career. 

 

Taking Steps for Creating a Writing Career 

 

- Create writing opportunities. Every place that has written words can be a potential location for 

me to write. I picked up a new paper one day and called them that afternoon to see if they were 



looking for freelance writers. The editor offered me a regular column and now allows me to 

contribute features as well. Getting that job required me taking the initiative to contact the paper 

and asking for the chance to write. Websites, local companies and any publications all need 

writers to develop their content. Just because they are not actively looking for writers does not 

mean that they do not have a need that you can meet. Ask for the job. 

 

- Develop connections. My first writing conference I went down expecting some publisher or 

agent to be so overwhelmed with what I had accomplished in my words that I would be offered a 

signing bonus on the spot. I found people instead of that pot of gold. And the truth was that those 

people were probably more gold than any contract. Through them I have developed my first 

book, written for new publications and made even more connections. Who you know may not 

determine your success, but it can provide you with tools for making that success a reality. 

 

- Making looking for writing jobs part of the job. Invest time each day to look for potential 

writing opportunities. Craft queries that will highlight your passion for the position and your past 

experience in the niche market. Avoid settling for a form letter. Choose positions that have value 

and then act accordingly. The more qualified queries you send out each week then the sooner 

you will fill your "dance card" and find financial stability for your writing. 

 

- Value the words. The most difficult thing that most new writers (and entrepreneurs in general) 

struggle to do is to place a dollar sign on the work performed. I have felt the painful cringe when 

telling potential clients what I charge per word. My rates have twisted and adjusted to meet the 

market value while still holding to my budget needs. The more I believe in my own abilities then 

the easier it is to say, "I will have to pass," when the numbers do not match. 

 

- Stand on your own. Freelance writers may focus on writing for others, but a solid writing career 

can stand alone. Look for ways to transform the words that you create into an income. Publishing 

through the internet in the form of eBooks can be one way to establish an income and it can also 

serve to build your status in the niche. Growing your websites will open up income opportunities 

as well. Take your words to the front of the class by turning what you write into something worth 

saying. Expand beyond the written word to the spoken word. Income grows as opportunities 

expand, so look beyond where you are to where you can be. 

 

Building YOUR Writing Career 

 

The more I learn about writing the more I know I need to learn. I continue to attend conferences, 

take courses and develop connections that will help me grow my writing career to the place that I 

envision.  

 



My path will not be your path. Each individual will have twists and turns that will not match any 

other journey. The key to creating a freelance writing career lies in being bold enough to do your 

own thing. Take what you hear from the experts, mix it with your own knowledge and 

experience and then stir until you reach the consistence that suits your desires. 

 

You can make a living as a writer - but you have to determine what that means and then choose 

the steps will reach that place. 
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